Adena Local School District

Assessment Instruments
Used for
Gifted Identification

Notice for Parents

Adena Local School District
3367 County Road 550, Frankfort, Ohio 45628
Fax: 740-998-2359

District Contact Information:

June Allred-Smith, Gifted Coordinator
740/702-3120
jasmith@mail.gsn.k12.0h.us

School website
http://adena.k12.0h.us



Referrals

The District ensures that there are ample and apjpte scheduling procedures for
assessment and re-testing using:

* group ability/achievement tests,

* individual ability/achievement tests,
* audition, performance,

« display of work; and

* checklists.

Children may be referred on an ongoing basis, basdte following:

« self-referral (student request),

* teacher recommendation,

* parent/guardian request,

* student referral of peer,

* others familiar with a student’s potential or penfiance (e.g., psychologist,
guidance counselor, principal, gifted coordinat@mmunity member; and

« performance on district-wide standardized teswhifty and achievement.

Referrals are available in all buildings (main odfiguidance office) and on the District
website. Upon receipt of a referral, the Distridil:w

* secure permission from the parent and/or guardiateting,

* schedule the student for assessment; and

* provide for at least two opportunities a year fesessment in the case of students
requesting assessment or recommended for assedsyrteachers, parents, or
other students.

After assessment for screening/identification:
* notify parent and/or guardian about the result@myf screening or assessment

instrument within 30 days; and
* notify the parent and/or guardian about the appeaiedure.



Screening and Identification

The Adena Local Schools uses a three-part appitoasireen students who perform or
show potential for performing at high levels of aeplishment in the area of superior
cognitive ability, specific academic ability, credty, and visual and/or performing arts.

Stage I: Pre-Assessment

The pre-assessment part of the process involveerjag student data from a variety of sources
including teacher, parent, and peer nominatiorsje&g, group test scores, portfolios,
observations, review of student records, and audatg products or performances. All students
are included in the pre-assessment process. By tienpre-assessment process, the District
ensures equal access to screening and furthesassasby all district students, including
culturally diverse, those from low socioeconomichkgaounds, those with disabilities and those
for whom English is a second language.

Stage Il: Screening

The screening stage examines the data gatheredlimpre-assessment stage and determines if
additional assessment is necessary. District dé@tethtut-off scores that move students from the
screening stage to the assessment stage are lmmethie scores necessary for identification. This
approach, we believe, helps to insure that no piatgngifted student goes unidentified. This
process aims tmclude rather tharexclude students in the screening pool for identification
District determined cut-off scores are noted nextdch test that is used for screening. The
District cut-off score is lower that the state itiécation score. Parents must be notified withth 3
days of receipt of the results of the screeningesment and reassessment is an ongoing process
in the Adena Local Schools. Whole-grade screerongtiperior cognitive identification is done

in third grade using the Cognitive Abilities Te€GAT). [Form 6] Whole grade screening for
specific academic identification is completed in@® grade using the lowa Tests of Basic Skills
(ITBS) [Form A-Complete Battery]. All referrals reiged from the pre-assessment stage for
potential identification in creativity and/or vidigerforming arts are automatically considered
using the appropriate instruments/exhibits.

Stage llI: Identification
Students who meet the state criteria for identifica(per ORC 3324.03 see Appendix) are
identified at the end of the screening processranfirther testing is necessary.

Stage IV: Additional Assessments

When the results fall below the state criteriaiflentification but at or above the District score,
the student moves to the next stage of the ideatifin process which is called assessment
(second testing).

Identification
The student is identified if she/he meets the stateria for identification. Parents are notified
within 30 days of receipt of the additional assemstmesults.

Does Not Qualify
The student is not identified if she/he fails toattine state criteria for identification. Parents a
notified within 30 days of receipt of the additibaasessment results.



Assessment Instruments Used by the Adena Local Saidistrict for Gifted
Identification

The Adena Local School District only uses assessimstruments (tests) for screening
and identification approved by the Ohio DepartnedfriEducation. These assessments are
only administered by qualified personnel. To ensbeat the test results accurately reflect
each student’s aptitude or achievement level, tests also been included that will allow
for appropriate screening and identification ofdgtots from minority or disadvantaged
populations, students with disabilities, and stusiéor whom English is a second
language. Where necessary, tests are administegedtudent’s native language if
interpreters are available.

The following tests are used in this District fareeening and identification. Our District
also acknowledges tistandard error of measurement (SEbf) these tests in generating
eligibility scores. Initial identification must desed on an identification instrument
result no older than 24 months.

Superior Cognitive Ability
Group Intelligence Test:

Cognitive Abilities Test (CoGAT),Form 6, Level A
Screening Criteria - Composite SAS 120 or abe
Identification Criteria — K-2 — 128
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Individual Intelligence Test:

Otis Lennon School Ability Test, &' ed.
Screening Criteria - Composite - 120 or ahe
Identification Criteria — K-12 — 126

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test — Individual Admini stration
Screening Criteria - 115
Identification Criteria — K-6 — 125
71226

Specific Academic Ability
Group Achievement Test:

lowa Test of Basic Skills, Form A., Complete Batter

Specific scores used: Reading Total, Math Total,
Social Studies, Science

Screening Criteria — 90%

Identification Criteria — 95%



Individual Achievement Test:

Metropolitan Achievement Test :

Specific scores used: Reading Total, Math Total,d8ial Studies, Science
Screening Criteria — 90%
Identification Criteria — 95%

Visual or Performing Arts Ability
A child shall be identified as exhibiting “visual performing arts ability” superior to that
of children of similar age if the child has donelbof the following:

a) Demonstrated to a trained individual througlsaldy of work, an audition, or other
performance or exhibition, superior ability in @wal or performing arts area; and

b) Exhibited to a trained individual sufficient femmance, as established by the
department of education, on an approved checKlisebaviors related to a
specific arts area.

Note: The Ohio Department of Educatiorlandbooks for Identification of Students
Who Are Gifted in the Visual and Performing Arts shall be used during the
identification process in this category. Only expen the potential field for
identification may assess portfolios and/or perfantes to ensure quality in identifying
superior ability in the particular arts area(s).

Instruments used:
Visual Arts Ability (examples: drawing, painting, sculpting):

Scales for Rating the Behavior Characteristics of $perior Students-(SRBCSS)
Screening Criteria — 40 (Part V)
Identification Criteria — 53 (Part V)

Identification Criteria 53 (Part V)

Display of Work (Visual Art) (Ohio Department of Education Rubric)
Identification Criteria — 21

Drama/Theatre Identification:

Scales for Rating the Behavior Characteristics of $perior Students (SRBCSS)
Screening Criteria — 36 (Part VII)
Identification Criteria — 48 (Part VII)
Display of Work (Performance) (Ohio Department of Elucation Rubric)
Identification Criteria -20

Music Identification:
Scales for Rating the Behavior Characteristics of ierior Students (SRBCSS)

5



Screening Criteria — 25 (Part VI)

Identification Criteria — 34 (Part VI)
Display of Work (Performance) (Ohio Department of Elucation Rubric)
Identification Criteria - 18

Dance Identification:

Gifted and Talented Evaluation Scales (GATES)

Screening Criteria — 57 (Section 5gitns 41-50)

Identification Criteria — 78 (Sectiorb, items 41-50)
Display of Work (Performance) (Ohio Department of Elucation Rubric)
Identification Criteria 26

Creative Thinking Ability

A child shall be identified as exhibiting “creatitl@nking ability” superior to children of
a similar age, if within the previous twenty-fouonths, the child scored one standard
deviation above the mean, minus the standard efnmeasurement, on an approved
individual or group intelligence test and also dither of the following:

a) Attained a sufficient score, as establishedheydepartment of education, on an
approved individual or group test of creative ailor

b) Exhibited sufficient performance, as establishedhe department of education, on an
approved checklist by a trained individual of creabehaviors.

Note: The behavior checklist for creativity shob&lcompleted by someone who is well
acquainted with the student being evaluated.

Instruments used:
Scales for Rating the Behavior Characteristics of $erior Students (SRBCSS), Part
II', Creativity

Screening Criteria — 32-42
Identification Criteria — 43 and above

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test — Individual Admini stration
Screening Criteria - 95
Identification Criteria — K-6 — 110
742111

Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children, 2 Ed. (KABC-II)
Screening Criteria — 95
Identification Criteria — K-2 — 112
3-12 -111



Early Entrance to Kindergarten

A parent may request early entrance to kinderga@éiidren who will not yet be the
proper age for entrance to kindergarten or firatgrby the first day of January of the
school year for which admission is requested stebvaluated for possible early
admittance, if referred by an educator within tieritt, a pre-school educator who
knows the child, or pediatrician or psychologistolkmows the child.

Any parent who is interested in having his or Haldcconsidered for Early Entrance to
Kindergarten should contact the building principabifted coordinator.

Instruments used:
Individual Intelligence Tests
Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Intelligenkird Edition (WPPSI-III)

The lowa Acceleration Scale (IAS) is used as thdegior determining whether or not early
entrance to kindergarten is appropriate. Accordinghe lowa Acceleration Scale, a student who
meets the Critical Item (Section II) of one startideviation above the mean (115) is a viable
candidate for acceleration. Those students who theétriteria, move on for the developmental
screening and a possible classroom observation.

The Ohio Department of Educatidmas on its website a checklist for kindergarten
readiness. When looking at whether early entrasie@propriate for a child, the same
readiness guidelines should be considered.

Transfer

Any student transferring into the district will besessed within 90 days of the transfer at
the request of the parent. This request can be maslgting to either the building
principal or gifted services coordinator. The Gift@ervices Department shall send the
parent and/or guardian a referral form as wellesgssion to test paperwork.

Parents and/or guardians of transfer students whassessed will receive results within
30 days of receipt of assessment results.

If a student was previously identified in Ohio owoéher state, parents and/or guardians
need to contact the school or gifted coordinatorcéa student has been identified in
Ohio, there is no need to re-identify a studenteR@ and/or guardians are encouraged to
share past Written Education Plans and other gertirecords with gifted personnel.
Parents and/or guardians who have any questiong Himtransferring of a student to the
Adena Local School District should call the Gifmmbrdinator at 740-702-3120 .

All parents, at any time, may have an outside &@iexaminer test a child using
instruments approved by the State of Ohio, at #rergs’ expense. Children who have
requested assessment or who have been recommendesséssment by teachers,
parents, or other children are provided at leastdapportunities a year for assessment.
To discuss retesting, please contact the giftecheyaat 740-998-5293.

An appeal by the parent and/or guardian is then@deration of the results of any part of
the identification process which would include:

* Screening procedure or assessment instrument wésciits in identification

* The scheduling of a student for assessment
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» The placement of a student for services

* Receipt of services

Parents should submit a letter to the gifted cowtdir, 475 Western Avenue, Suite E,
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601, outlining the nature oéttoncern. The gifted coordinator will
convene a meeting with the parent, which may irelotther school personnel.

A written final decision will be issued within 3@k of the appeal and include the
reasons for that decision.

SERVICES

The District ensures equal opportunity for all et identified as gifted to receive
services offered by the District. Service placenweiteria shall be consistently applied
as specified in the screening and identificatioteda. The same services will be
consistently offered at each grade level. Thegatused may not discriminate on the
basis of race, gender, ethnicity, disability stafuist language or socio-economic status.
Placement for District services shall match theeda used in determining eligibility.
The Adena Local School District acknowledges thi¢d students have diverse needs
and strives to offer a continuum of services as@mate for student.

Written Education Plan

Each identified student who receives services lsegith a Written Education Plan
(WEP), which documents adjustments made to thecalum in his/her area(s) of
identification. WEP's are revised each springlater than by the end of the school year.
In a conference, or by mail in some cases, thenpaegiews the plan; and, if he/she
agrees with the plan, he/she signs and then rexaigepy of the plan. If a student
identifies during the school year at a grade |lewdkh receives service, a WEP is written
and reviewed by the parent no later than 30 dags tife student is identified. Ohio’s
Academic Content Standards recognize that studiewtslop at different rates and clearly
state that if they can exceed grade level indisatbey must be afforded the opportunity
to do so. This gives teachers the flexibility todify or differentiate instruction for
students in which the

level is advanced to ensure challenge,

pace is adjusted to accommodate faster learnieg,ra

complexity requires students to analyze or integsaveral ideas, and
depth encourages students to explore a topic e thoughtful detail.

WEP progress is shared with parents periodicaliynduhe school year, typically at
conferences. It is important to note that the VifeRot an IEP (Individualized Education
Plan) and does not follow procedures as outlindsdrral law for special education.

The gifted teacher is responsible for the comptetiod sharing of the student WEP.



This packet should be used with:

Information for Parents: District Plan for the | dentification of and Services for Children Who Are
Gifted.

IDENTIFICATION OF CHILDREN WHO ARE GIFTED
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
EXCERPT FROM HB 282

DEFINITIONS

Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.01

(B) "Gifted" means students who perform or showeptal for performing at remarkable
high levels of accomplishment when compared torstbétheir age, experience, or
environment and who are identified under Divisié, (B), (C), or (D) of Section
3324.03 of the Revised Code.

(C) "School district" does not include a joint vioaal school district.

(D) "Specific academic ability field" means onenoore of the following areas of
instruction:

* Mathematics

* Science

* Reading, writing, or a combination of these Kill

* Social studies

* Visual and performing arts

IDENTIFICATION PLAN

Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.04

The Board of Education of each school district lshébpt a plan by January 1, 2000, for
identifying gifted students. The plan shall be siited to the Department of Education
for approval. The Department shall approve the plahin 60 days if it contains all of
the following:

(A) A description of the assessment instrumentftioe list adopted by the Department
that the district will use to screen and identiffgegl students;

(B) Acceptable scheduling procedures for screeaimgjfor administering assessment
instruments for identifying gifted students. Thesecedures shall provide

* At least two opportunities a year for assessnetite case of students requesting
assessment or recommended for assessment by ®auwdrents, or other students;

* Assurance of inclusion in screening and assessprecedures for minority and
disadvantaged students, children with disabilittesl students for whom English is a
second language;

* Assurance that any student transferring intodis¢rict will be assessed within 90 days
of the transfer at the request of a parent.

(C) Procedures for notification of parents withbhd@ays about the results of any
screening procedure or assessment instrument argrdkision of an opportunity for
parents to appeal any decision about the resulisy&creening procedure or assessment,
the scheduling of children for assessment, or thegment of a student in any program
for receipt of services.

(D) A commitment that the district will accept sesron assessment instruments provided
by other school districts or trained personnelidetshe school district, provided the



assessment instruments are on the list approvéuebyepartment of Education under
Section 3324.02 of the Revised Code.

IDENTIFICATION CRITERIA

Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.03

The Board of Education of each school district lsidaintify gifted students in grades
kindergarten through 12 as follows:

(A) A student shall be identified as exhibiting pguior cognitive ability" if the student
did either of the following within the preceding Bbnths:

* Scored two standard deviations above the meamysrthe standard error of
measurement, on an approved individual standardizeligence test administered by a
licensed psychologist;

* Accomplished any one of the following:

* Scored at least two standard deviations aboventsan, minus the standard error of
measurement, on an approved standardized groujigatee test;

* Performed at or above the 95th percentile ongpraved individual or group
standardized

basic or composite battery of a nationally normetievement test;

* Attained an approved score on one or more abosadeglevel standardized, nationally
normed approved tests.

(B) A student shall be identified as exhibiting &sgic academic ability” superior to that
of children of similar age in a specific acadenbdity field if within the preceding 24
months the student performs at or above the 95ttepele at the national level on an
approved individual or group standardized achievertest of specific academic ability
in that field. A student may be identified as gifie more than one specific academic
ability field.

(C) A student shall be identified as exhibitingéative thinking ability” superior to
children of a similar age, if within the previou¢ thonths, the student scored one
standard deviation above the mean, minus the stdwmdeor of measurement, on an
approved individual or group intelligence test atgb did either of the following:

* Attained a sufficient score, as established l®yBlepartment of Education, on an
approved individual or group test of creative ajli

* Exhibited sufficient performance, as establishgdhe Department of Education, on an
approved checklist of creative behaviors.

(D) A student shall be identified as exhibitingsal or performing arts ability" superior
to that of children of similar age if the studeastdone both of the following:

* Demonstrated through a display of work, an awoditior other performance or
exhibition, superior ability in a visual or perfomg arts area;

* Exhibited sufficient performance, as establishgdhe Department of Education, on an
approved checklist of behaviors related to a speaits area.
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SCREENING AND IDENTIFICATION

Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.06

The Board of Education of each school district Ishdbpt a statement of its policy for the
screening and identification of gifted students ahdll distribute the policy statement to
parents.

The policy statement shall specify;

(A) The criteria and methods the district usesctesn students and to select students for
further assessment who perform or show potentigbéoforming at remarkably high
levels of accomplishment in one of the gifted agaexified in Section 3324.03 of the
Revised Code.

(B) The sources of assessment data the distristtosgelect students for further testing
and an explanation for parents of the multiple sssent instrument required to identify
gifted students under Section 3324.03 of the Revidade;

(C) An explanation for parents of the methods tisé&idt uses to ensure equal access to
screening and further assessment by all distuictesits, including minority or
disadvantaged students, children with disabilittesl students for whom English is a
second language;

(D) Provisions to ensure equal opportunity fordaditrict students identified as gifted to
receive any services offered by the district;

(E) Provisions for students to withdraw from giftedgrams or services, for
reassessment of students, and for assessmentleh&duransferring into the district;

(F) Methods for resolving disagreements betweeararand the district concerning
identification and placement decisions.

APPEALS PROCEDURE

Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.03

(C) Parents have an opportunity to appeal any ieceébout the results of any screening
procedure or the scheduling of children for assessnor the placement of a student in
any program for the receipt of services. To appealtact your local building principal.

COPIES AVAILABLE FROM:

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN
25 S. FRONT STREET MAIL STOP 202
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215-4183

The Ohio Department of Education does not discrat@ron the basis of race, color, national origax, s
religion, age, or disability in employment or iretprovision of services. This document is a pukiticaof
the Ohio Department of Education and does not sgmiteofficial policy of the State Board of Educatio
unless specifically stated.
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